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Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle)
More than 1200 years after his 
death, the magnificence of the 
emperor-king Charlemagne can 
still be glimpsed in Aachen.
The city’s kernel grew around the hot spring 
dedicated to the Celtic healing god Grannus, 
and the Romans developed Aquae Granni into 
baths. There are about 30 thermal springs in 
Aachen and they are among Europe’s hottest, 
some more than 70 degrees C. Part of a 1st 
century bath complex has been excavated 
and a model, along with a fragment of the 
base of the baths, is today on display at the 
bookshop at the corner of Buchkremerstraße 
and Ursulinerstraße. The springs became the 
court centre of early Carolingian rulers with 
hall and chapels. 

The Carolingian line, which took over 
lordship of the Franks from the weakened 
Merovingian dynasty in the middle of the 8th 
century, adopted what was left of the Roman 
heritage. Charlemagne (‘Charles the Great’), 
whose 45-year reign took the Franks from 
primacy in France and western Germany to 
dominance of western Europe outside Spain, 
advanced the interests of the church through 
conquest, evangelism and monasticism, 
promoted education and extended and 
tightened the grip of his power, eventually 
guaranteeing the security of the pope.

Charlemagne built a church — now one of 
northern Europe’s oldest — which became the 
present cathedral, and established a chapter of 
canons to hold mass and pray for his realm. 
His great hall, the basis of the present town 
hall, was part of a sprawling palace complex 
around today’s Katschhof that included the 
church. This was the centre of his kingdom for 
more than 20 years. He was crowned emperor 
in Rome at Christmas 800 and died in 814. 

Medieval reverence for Charlemagne — 
who many regarded as a saint — and relics 
of Christ, Mary and John the Baptist, made 
Aachen’s church a pilgrimage centre from 
at least the 14th century. Medieval rulers 
laid claim to his heritage and more than 30 
Holy Roman emperors and German kings 
— from the 10th century to the 16th century 
— received their German crowns in Aachen. 
A Benedictine abbey was founded in 814 and 
manuscript production continued to the mid-
9th century. In 997 Otto III, who was also 
buried in Aachen, ordered another abbey be 
built at nearby Burtscheid.

The emperor Frederick Barbarossa fortified 
Aachen in the 1170s. It remained a free 
imperial city until 1794 and became Protestant 
in the 16th century, but reverted to Catholicism 
after a Spanish-Dutch invasion. The city’s 
Jews, who had been settled there since Roman 
times, were expelled in 1629, many moving 
to Burtscheid. Some later returned. The 
medieval city, which was becoming a health 
spa, burned in 1656, buildings later being 
replaced in Baroque. In 1801 Aachen became 
part of France, but fell under Prussian German 
control in 1815 at the fall of Napoleon.

The city extended only through a late 
19th century manufacturing boom, including 
locomotives and carriages, pins, needles and 
cloth. The raised right little finger (Klenkes) 

is a supposed greeting used by Aacheners, 
going back to when that finger was used to sort 
needles in local factories. The work was often 
done by children and a deformed or damaged 
little finger was often the result. The sculpture 
Klenkes-Denkmal now placed at Holzgraben 
celebrates this.

Aachen was occupied again by the 
French from the end of World War I until 
1930 under armistice provisions, although 
there were attempts in the 1920s to set up a 
city republic. Aachen was reoccupied by US 

forces when it became the first German city to 
fall to the Allies in October 1944. As part of 
West Germany, it developed high-technology 
industries and became a university city. The 
borders of Germany, the Netherlands and 
Belgium converge about 3km west of the city 
centre.

Altstadt 
The Route Charlemagne (www.route-
charlemagne.eu) walk links eight old town sites 
of historical or cultural interest — including 

RAVEN QUICK GUIDE
Tourist information & accommodation service: Aachen Tourist Service, Friedrich-
Wilhelm-Platz (tel 0241-1802950, email incoming@aachen-tourist.de, M-F 10-18, Apr-late 
Dec Sa-Su 10-15; late Dec-Mar Sa 10-14). 
Money: Deutsche Bank, corner Ursulinerstraße and Friedrich-Wilhelm-Platz (M & Th 9-13, 
14-18, Tu-W 9-13, 14-16, F 9-13, 14-15.30); Sparkasse Aachen, Münsterplatz 7 (M & Th 
9-18.30, Tu-W & F 9-16.15); Sparkasse Aachen, Pontstraße 91 (M-Th 9.30-13, 14-18, F 
9.30-13).
Internet: AACHEN WiFi, Katschhof; Starbucks Coffee, Markt 35 (M-F 7.30-20.30, Sa 8.30-
20.30, Su 9-20.30).
Lockers: Hauptbahnhof passage (€4/3).
Laundry: Eco-Express Waschsalon, Boxgraben 131 (M-Sa 6-22). 
Police: tel 110; Im Mariental 14 (tel 0241-957711111). 
Pharmacy: Barbarossa Apotheke, corner Alexaniergraben and Poststraße (M-F 8.30-18.30, 
Sa 8.30-18); Karls-Apotheke, Markt 43 (M-F 8.30-18.30, Sa 9.30-16); Münster-Apotheke, 
corner Schmiedstraße and Kleinmarschierstraße (M-F 8.30-18.30, Sa 9-16); Elisenbrunnen 
Apotheke, Kapuzinergraben 1 (M-F 8-20, Sa 8-18).
Ambulance: tel 112
Hospital: Uniklinik RWTH Aachen, Pauwelsstraße 30 (tel 0241-800); Marienhospital 
Aachen, Zeise 4 (tel 0241-60060). 
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A research model of Charlemagne’s 8th century great hall shows where the 
Granusturm (inset) of today’s Rathaus building fitted.

https://www.route-charlemagne.eu
https://www.route-charlemagne.eu


There was a church of St Mary at Münsterplatz perhaps as early as the 4th century. 
Today’s Aachener Dom (M-Sa 11-18, Su 13-18) is based on Charlemagne’s Romanesque 
so-called Palatine Chapel, begun in 786 using an octagonal inner pattern, favoured by 
Byzantine builders and the traditional shape of the Temple of Solomon — eight was 
seen as a cosmic number. The original church extended in four directions from the now 
marbelled and gilded octagon known as the rotunda. The Palatine Chapel also followed 
the lines of the church of San Vitale in Ravenna, capital of the late Roman emperor 
Justinian. Charlemagne had Roman columns (perhaps from San Vitale) imported for 
the upper storey of his building, revealing his ambitions. The builder, probably Odo of 
Metz, created a dome more than 30m high. The 
interior mosaics and arches are reminiscent 
of Byzantine examples.  Charlemagne had 
his throne (the present one has six steps, like 
Solomon’s) placed in the church and was later 
buried in an ancient Roman sarcophagus below. 
His 13th century shrine, where the relics were 
transferred after his beatification, is now in 
the choir. From Otto I in the mid-10th century 
until the 16th century, emperors were crowned 
German kings in a gallery on the marble throne 
that was believed to have been Charlemagne’s 
(upstairs and visible only with the guided tour, 
which gives access to all areas). The emperor 
Otto III was also buried in the church in 1002. 
The chandelier was installed by the emperor 
Frederick Barbarossa in the 12th century. 
A Gothic choir was added to accommodate 
medieval coronation ceremonies and the west 
facade tower was built in the 14th century. In 
the late 19th century it was recast in Neogothic. 
The dome was reshaped on Baroque lines. 
Further changes up to the 18th century included 
the addition of chapels. Red plaster formerly 
covered the outer walls. Relics ascribed to 
Christ, the Virgin and John the Baptist are in 
the Shrine of the Virgin in the nave. The present 
20th century altar is where its Carolingian 
predecessor stood. The bronze doors to the west 
porch were cast for Charlemagne and named for 
the nearby so-called she-wolf statue — actually 
an imported figure of a bear, long said to be 2nd 
century Roman but possibly 3rd century BC 
Greek. The church was a collegiate and parish 
church until Napoleonic times, then became 
a cathedral, but 20 years later lost this status. 
The dignity was not restored until 1930. The 
structure came largely unscathed though World 
War II bombing, thanks to a team of youths 
devoted to putting out fires. In 1978 the church 
was one of the first world heritage sites listed by 
UNESCO. The 50-minute Domkapitel Aachen 
tour in English (M-Su 14.00, €4/3, families 
€10) can be booked at Dom Information. 
Photographic permission costs €1.
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the cathedral  Rathaus, Elisenbrunnen springs 
and museums — thematically. It starts and 
finishes at the Centre Charlemagne and tall, 
grey information posts with maps trace the 
route. Gaze into an eyepiece and press the 
button for two-minute multilingual animations 
on the past. A guide to these attractions (€9.80) 
is available at museums or Aachen Tourist 
Service. For a mobile multimedia guide option 
using Bluetooth technology, ask about the 
AIXplorer guide, which is available in limited 
numbers.

Information
Aachen Tourist Service at Elisenbrunnen, 
Friedrich-Wilhelm-Platz, has city literature 
and books local tours. The English version of 
the tourist website is at www.aachen.de/EN/
ts/Current_information/index.html. The free 
tourist guide Aachen at a Glance is available 
there. 

For cathedral information and tour tickets, 
go to Dom-Information (Jan-Mar M-Su 10-17, 
Apr-Dec M-Su 10-18) on Johannes-Paul-II-
Straße, facing the cathedral. For the official 
website with 3D tour, visit www.aachenerdom.
de/en.

The Einhard Dom Shop (M-F 10-18.30, 
Mar-Dec Sa-Su 10-18, Su 11-16, Jan-Feb Sa 
10-14, closed Su), at Johannes-Paul-II-Straße 
13 near the cathedral, has a variety of books as 
well as souvenirs. The bookshop Mayersche.
de (M-Sa 9.30-20) has on level 4 a travel book 
section with some titles in English.

Aachen City and Cathedral Guide from 
Michael Imhof Verlag (€4.95) has excellent 
pictures with explanatory text on the  
main sights. The booklet Aachen Cathedral 
(€3) by the publisher Einhard goes into 
thorough detail on the cathedral and 
backgrounds Charlemagne’s life. The 
online Route Charlemagne PDF guide to the 
cathedral is at www.route-charlemagne.eu/
pdfs/AachenerDom_EN_web.pdf. 

The original 9th century biography of 
Charlemagne by his courtier Einhard is 
available in modern translations published 
by Penguin (with a later monkish work), Ann 
Arbor Paperbacks, and Kessinger Publishing. 

AACHEN WiFi free public-access points 
are at the grey Route Charlemagne information 
posts or in the immediate cathedral and 
Rathaus area around Katschhof.

Transport
The Deutsche Bahn Reisezentrum (M-F 
6-21, Sa 7-20, Su 8-20) in the Hauptbahnhof 
main hall deals with trip planning and ticket 
sales. There is no DB Information counter but 
uniformed DB staff are on hand in the main 
hall to assist passengers. Lockers (€4/3) are off 
the Hauptbahnhof passage near platform 1.

DB high-speed expresses connect Aachen 
and Cologne (about 35 minutes) four times 
daily. DB regional trains connect Aachen with 
Cologne (about 55 minutes) and Düsseldorf 
(about 80 minutes) at least hourly. Regional 
trains also use the Aachen Schanze and 
Aachen West stations. The Euregiobahn rail 
network links Aachen with smaller regional 
cities by additional services.

As well as the Nordrhein-Westfalen day 
or weekend DB package tickets, the one-day 
Euregioticket (€18.30) covers all regional 
buses and DB regional trains as well as 
regional trains in Belgium and the Netherlands 
that operate in the Euregio Meuse-Rhine area. 

http://www.aachen.de/EN/ts/Current_information/index.html
http://www.aachen.de/EN/ts/Current_information/index.html
https://www.aachenerdom.de/en
https://www.aachenerdom.de/en
http://www.route-charlemagne.eu/pdfs/AachenerDom_EN_web.pdf
http://www.route-charlemagne.eu/pdfs/AachenerDom_EN_web.pdf


The fountain Karlsbrunnen or Marktbrunnen on Markt 
outside the Rathaus features a copy of the 1620 Rathaus 
bronze statue of Charlemagne, bearing orb and sceptre, 
cast in Dinant in Belgium. The original was carried off 
by French forces as war booty in 1792, but returned the 
following century. The bronze fountain shell weighs six 
tonnes. Its bluestone base was designed by the Aachen 
architect Johann Joseph Couven in 1735. The statue faces 
Haus Löwenstein (1344) on the corner of Pontstraße.

The Neoclassical pavilion for the fountains of 
Elisenbrunnen at Friedrich-Wilhelm-Platz were built 
in 1827, after a design by Karl Friedrich Schinkel 
revised earlier plans by Johann Peter Cremer. Finds 
from gardens behind the site show the hot springs were 
used in Neolithic times and parts of excavated remains 
are there exposed under glass. The complex, the rear of 
which was based on foundations of the medieval inner 
city wall, was named for the 19th century Prussian 
queen Elisabeth, a bust of whom is mounted in the 
rotunda. Fountains to either side today provide public 
access to sulphurous drinking water emerging at 53 
degrees C. Marble plaques record famous visitors. The 
complex was rebuilt after World War II damage.

The only Roman monument standing in the city is 
in the form of three replicated arches of a portico 
tucked in sight of the cathedral on Hof, where 
archaeology unearthed it with finds of Aquae 
Granni. A recent dig suggested this was the site 
of the forum. Hard to find, the site is reached 
by walking downhill from the Rathaus along 
Rommelsgasse and behind Couven-Museum. The 
adjacent Neoclassical building was the Quirinus 
bath, rebuilt in the 1920s.
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Inquire whether this will cover any regional or 
cross-border trips.

The Thalys high-speed train connects 
Aachen with Brussels (about 70 minutes) and 
Paris Nord (two hours 45 minutes) several 
times daily and Liege is about 25 minutes 
away. Comfort-class weekday adult fares start 
at €25 (Brussels) and €45 (Paris), but these can 
more than double at weekends. To investigate 
further, visit www.thalys.com/nl/en. Several  
ICE services run daily between Aachen and 
Brussels Nord or Midi/Zuid stations (70-80 
minutes).

FlixBus has stops at Kühlwetterstraße 
north of the Aachen West rail station and 
Wilmersdorfer Straße in Hüls, east of the city. 
Direct services run between Aachen West and 
Bonn (three or four times daily, one hour 50 
minutes), Dortmund (daily, three hours), and 
Frankfurt airport (three or four times daily, 
about four hours). Direct services run between 
Hüls and Cologne airport (daily, one hour), 
Maastricht (daily, 80 minutes), Amsterdam 
(five times weekly, 5½ hours), and Brussels 
(daily, 3½ hours). 

DeinBus, from its Hüls stop in 
Wilmersdorfer Straße, runs to Cologne (daily, 
70 minutes), Frankfurt, Brussels and Antwerp. 
Connecting Hüls with central Aachen are 
buses 23 and 47, running to and from nearby 
Charlottenburger Allee.

Aachen, Burtscheid and Rothe Erde are 
part of an environmental zone requiring all 
entering vehicles to carry green approval 
stickers. Park and ride stations are arranged 
around the zone. 

The regional transport authority Aachener 
Verkehrsverbund (AVV, avv.de/de) covers bus 
and regional train services eastward to Düren 
and the VRS Cologne-Bonn region. There 
are bus links across the Belgian border (at 
Mützenich, near Konzen and Roetgen, and at 
Köpfchen and Bildchen) and the Dutch border 
(Vaals, Vetschau and Horbach).
City transit: AVV local transit services are by 
bus, but these circle the Altstadt. The ASEAG 
line provides most Aachen buses. The main bus 
station Aachen Bushof, with 15 different stops 
including adjacent streets, is east of the city 
centre between Peterstraße and Couvenstraße. 
The ASEAG KundenCenter (M-F 7.30-18, Sa 
8.30-14) is across Peterstraße on the corner of 
Schumacherstraße.

Other bus hubs include Elisenbrunnen, the 
Hauptbahnhof, Kaiserplatz and Ponttor. There 
are both day routes and N-marked night routes. 
The regional transport map is at netzplan.avv.
de/index.php/de/netz.

In the large central Aachen City-XL-Zone, 
single (€1.70) and four-trip (€6.40) City-XL-
Tickets are available from city ticket machines 
or on board buses. These include change of 
transport and cover 40 minutes from time of 
validation.

In the Aachen city region, there are tickets 
for short trips (40 minutes from validation, 
€1.60 or children under 15 €1) and single trips 
(90 minutes within one tariff zone, €2.70/1.50), 
as well as four-trip tickets (for one passenger 
or a trip each for four passengers, €10/6). 
Tickets for four short trips cost €6/4. Full-day 
adult tickets cost €7.60, and a week (M-Su) 
ticket €23 for one tariff zone. Bicycles can 
travel after 7pm in cycle-marked AVV buses 
and trains for €2.10 a single journey. There 
are similar tickets for up to four tariff zones. 
Children under 6 years travel free with adults. 

At Markt, Charlemagne’s great hall or aula, built uphill from the cathedral, stood until 
demolition in 1330. A computer simulation of it has been created. Four storeys from 
the 8th century structure remain at the lower half of the 14th century Gothic tower 
Granusturm. Today’s Gothic Rathaus (M-Su 10-18, €6/3, visitors 21 and under free, 
audio guides available) has been in use since 1349, recast in Neogothic after 17th and 18th 
century Baroque additions with its facade decorated with statues of German kings. In the 
foyer are copies of Albrecht Dürer portraits, imaginations of Charlemagne and a portrair 
of the emperor Sigismund. Another impression of Charlemagne is in the main council hall, 
under Renaissance vault paintings of gods of antiquity. Portraits of Habsburg emperors 
and Napoleon and Josephine are on other walls. Yet another view of Charlemagne is in 
the so-called Werkmeistergericht. The Weißer Saal has rich Rococo stucco decoration. 
On the upper floor is the intricately vaulted Krönungssaal for coronation banquets, with 
five surviving late Romantic 19th century wall paintings by Alfred Rethel depicting 
Charlemagne and his legacy.

https://www.thalys.com/nl/en
https://avv.de/de
https://netzplan.avv.de/index.php/de/netz
https://netzplan.avv.de/index.php/de/netz


Ponttor, a late 13th century or 14th 
century sandstone structure at Pontwall 
18, was the north-west gate of the 
medieval city wall, which once had 
11 gates. Spanning a moat, it provided 
defence in depth, with a foregate, 
portcullis and machicolation topped by 
fortified towers. It was dedicated to Mary, 
whose image was embedded in the interior 
arch. An earlier, Roman fortification 
and bridge spanning a swamp was 
nearby. Take bus 3B or 13B to Ponttor. 
About 300m east on Ludwigsallee is the 
surviving base of the tower Marienturm.

The semicircular tower Langer Turm was built about 
1300 on a hill between Turmstraße and Junkerstraße as 
part of the city’s outer wall circuit. An inscription dated 
1690 above its door contains arms and dedications of 
four Aachen mayors of the period. The tower is now 
occupied, but the site offers a city view (at its best in 
winter). The outer medieval walls of Aachen constrained 
the city’s limits until 1875. Take bus 12, 22 or 23 to 
Turmstraße.

On Boxgraben at Franzstraße is the medieval gate 
Marschiertor, which was completed before 1300 and 
opened south from the outer city wall. Its five-storey 
rounded double-tower structure is almost 24m wide. It 
was long a gathering place for garrison and militia troops 
in case of attack. The Pennsoldat statue at its foot recalls 
militia guards who used to whittle wood into pins for 
fixing soles on footwear to supplement 
their stipends. Heavy World War II 
damage was made good with a restored 
Gothic roof in the 1950s. Take bus 2, 11, 
14 or 21 to Misereor. About 500m further 
east on Boxgraben at Am Lavenstein is 
the small round tower Lavenstein, built 
in the 1300s as part of the outer wall.
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Taxis queue at the east side of Bahnhofplatz. 
To order, tel 0241-22222 or 0241-66666.

Tours
A 90-minute Altstadt foot tour in English 
(Apr-Dec, Sa 11.00, €8/4) starts at Aachen 
Tourist Service at Elisenbrunnen, Friedrich-
Wilhelm-Platz. The multilingual two-hour 
Aachen CityTour (Apr-Oct W-Su 10.30, 13.00 
and 15.30, Nov-Dec Sa 13.00, €12/5 for a 
single round trip, children under 4 free) is 
by open-top double-decker bus. The hop on-
hop off option (€15/4) involves 15 stops. A 
mobile phone option, with a narration from 
the viewpoint of Charlemagne, uses a PIN and 
an information flyer with city map, available at 
the Elisenbrunnen information office. 

Views
On the wooded hill Lousberg north of the 
Altstadt a water tower was built on the site in 
1956. It now has a rotating platform providing 
an all-round view and the Drehturm Belvedere 
restaurant and Sunday brunch spot and cafe 
now operates there. Take bus 3A, 3B, 13A, 
13B or 30 to Ehrenmal/Lousberg, walk north 
on Kupferstraße to Belvedereallee, then climb 
north-west. The garden around Langer Turm 
(see entry opposite) offers a winter Altstadt 
view to the east.

Parks & gardens
The Elisengarten behind Elisenbrunnen is a 
tiny Altstadt green oasis with a window into 
Aachen’s archaeology. 

The Lousberg (see Views above) north of 
the city centre is an early example of a public 
park that began to cover the hill early in the 
19th century, thanks to plantings by Aachen 
citizens. Its driveways and pathways and snake 
around the hilltop. The nearby Stadtgarten 
was laid out by Germany’s great landscape 
gardener Peter Joseph Lenné and extends as 
far as the grounds of the Carolus Thermen spa 
complex and congress centre. Take bus 34 to 
Ungarnplatz.

The small Aachener Tierpark Euregiozoo 
(mid Feb-mid Oct M-Su 9-18.30, mid Oct-mid 
Nov 9-17.30, mid Nov-mid Feb M-Su 9-16.30, 
$4.50/2.50) on Obere Drimbornstraße houses 
1700 animals of 250 species. Take bus 16 to 
Tierpark.

Markets
A produce and fine food market (Tu & Th 
7-14) is held at Markt at the foot of the 
Rathaus steps. At Münsterplatz on the south 
side of the cathedral is a weekend (Sa 9-13) 
fresh food and organic market. In Burtscheid 
on Kapellenstraße (Fr 7-13) is a fresh produce 
market.

Events
Aachen’s Advent Christmas markets run from 
the last week of November until December 23, 
with traditional stalls centred on Markt.  

Food
Cafe Extrablatt (M-Sa 8-late, Su 9-late) at 
Markt 45 offers light burgers or chicken, salad, 
pizza and pasta dishes or wraps with drinks. 
The speciality wurst bar Hanswurst (M-Sa 
11.30-21, Su 12-7) is at Münsterplatz 6 and 
under €10 with a small burger menu and even 
ideas on vegetarian wurst. 

The popular Burgerista hamburger 
bars are at Markt 46 (Su-Th 10.30-22, F-Sa 

The imposing three-storey Großes Haus at 
Pontstraße 13 was built as a residence in 1495 
by the metal merchant Heinrich Dollart, who had 
demolished two adjacent houses, one known as Haus 
Rupenstein. The top storey was added during the 
Renaissance. The building is one of the few survivals 
of the 1656 city fire, using brickwork and cut natural 
stone. After Dollart was executed over a silver theft 
an Antwerp merchant business took control, and 
the building had various later uses, including as 
a weighhouse, customs station, and police station 
and lock-up. Since 1931 it has housed a newspaper 
museum (see Museums).

The facade of the Gothic Grashaus at Fischmarkt is 
one of Aachen’s few medieval survivals, built in the 
1260s. It was the first town hall of a city council that 
had first sat only two years before. The seven statues 
are of the prince electors who chose the Holy Roman 
emperor. Later, the building was used as a court, 
where capital and other serious offences were tried, 
and dungeon. Prisoners were publicly beheaded in 
the courtyard. From 1890 to 2013 the building was 
the city archive and is now an education centre.



MUSEUMS & GALLERIES
A city museum card (€14/10) allows a visitor one admission each to the Suermondt 
Ludwig Museum, the Ludwig Forum, the Centre Charlemagne, the Couven Museum, the 
Internationales Zeitungsuseum and the Rathaus for six months. The card is available in 
all Aachen museums. A combination ticket (€12.50/7.50, families €25) for admission to the 
Route Charlemagne attractions is valid for 72 hours. 
The Aachen city museum, known as Centre Charlemagne (Tu-Su 10-17, €6/3, visitors 
21 and under free) at Katschhof 1 covers all periods but its features are Roman remains, 
including visuals of the central baths complex in Roman times and a model of how 
Charlemagne’s palace complex probably looked, including the earliest Palatine Chapel. 
The collection also covers Charlemagne’s medieval legacy and later history, including the 
city’s development as a spa resort from the 17th century. Higher admission may apply 
during special exhibitions and the museum is closed at Christmas and New Year’s Eve. 
English text accompanies exhibits, but audio guides (€2) are available.
The collection of the Schatzkammer (M-Su 10-18, €5/4, families €10) on Johannes-
Paul-II-Straße is the cathedral’s treasury and includes the precious 2nd century Roman 
Proserpina sarcophagus first used for the burial of Charlemagne, the 9th century Treasury 
Gospel, the 11th century Lothar Cross with a 1st century cameo of the emperor Augustus 
set at its centre, an ivory hunting horn associated with the character Oliphant in the 
medieval epic about Charlemagne’s campaigns known as Song of Roland (the horn is 
probably 11th century) and the 14th century reliquary bust Karlsbüste, said to contain part 
of Charlemagne’s skull. Audio guides are available.
The varied art collections of the Suermondt-Ludwig-Museum (Tu-Su 10-17, €6/3, 
visitors 21 and under free) at Wilhelmstraße 18 include 17th century Flemish and Dutch 
paintings, Impressionists and modern works, altars and sculpture. The museum is closed 
at Christmas and over new year holidays. Take bus 3A, 3B, 13A or 13B to Augustastraße.
The Ludwig Forum Aachen (Tu-W & F-Su 10-17, Th 10-20, €10/6, visitors 21 and under 
free) in the former factory at Jülicher Straße 97-109 is part of a collection by a famous 
couple of several thousand pieces of worldwide art, noted for pop art and other modern 
works. The museum is closed at Christmas and over new year holidays. Take bus 1, 11, 
16, 21, 31 or 41 to Ludwig Forum.
The Couven-Museum (Tu-Su 10-17, €6/3, visitors 21 and under free) at Hühnermarkt 17 
in the old town centre presents a permanent collection of bourgeois interior furnishings and 
decoration from the 18th and early 19th century and other exhibitions in a 17th century 
pharmacy building renovated as a residence by Jakob Couven. 
The Internationales Zeitungsmuseum (Tu-Su 10-17, €6/3, families €10, visitors 21 and 
under free), in the Großes Haus at Pontstraße 13 opened as a world newspaper collection 
but has been extended to study the present and future of media. The history of reading and 
writing is covered and the archive contains 200,000 newspapers. 
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10.30-23) and at the Aquis Plaza shopping 
complex on the corner of Adalbertstraße and 
Henrichsallee (M-Sa 10-21). Nearby is the 
Japanese restaurant Zen.Zen (M-Sa 10.30-
22.00) in Adalbertstraße with an Asian menu 
including sushi mostly under €10. 

Meet & drink
Markt is the cafe centre of Aachen. But next to 
Elisenbrunnen at Friedrich-Wilhelm-Platz 2, 
Italienisches Eiscafe offers coffee, cake and 
icecream.

Accommodation
Aachen levies a bed tax of 5% on nightly rates. 
There is an accommodation booking link at 
the Aachen website www.aachen.de.

The small and friendly Hotel Klenkes am 
Bahnhof (tel 0241-403135, hotel-klenkes.
de) is 200m west of the Hauptbahnhof at 
Lagerhausstraße 5. There are singles/doubles 
either with bath from €65/75 or shared 
facilities €45/55. An apartment for three starts 
at €95. Breakfast is €6.50 extra and wi-fi free.

Another small, no-frills offering near the 
station is Hotel Stadtnah (tel 0241-474580, 
hotelstadtnah.de/hsn) at Leydelstraße 2, 
where single/double rooms with full facilities 
and breakfast start at €58/71. Wi-fi access is 
available.

A&O Hostel Aachen Hauptbahnhof 
(tel 0241-463073300) is at Hackländerstraße 
5, 100m east of the Hauptbahnhof. Single/
double rooms are in the range €43-60/47-68, 
dorm beds at €14-22 (female dorms available). 
Breakfast is €6.75 per person.

There are three budget-class Ibis 
hotel options in Aachen city. At Ibis 
Aachen Hauptbahnhof (tel 0241-51840), 
Zollernstraße 2, 500m east of the station, 
singles/doubles or twins start at €54, more 
spacious studio rooms from €66. A buffet 
breakfast can be booked online at €8.90 per 
person. At Ibis Aachen Marschiertor (tel 
0241-47880), Friedlandstraße 6, about 300m to 
the west of the Hauptbahnhof, singles/doubles 
start at €55. The buffet breakfast is €11 per 
person. At the one-star Ibis Budget Aachen 
City (tel 0214-99775220), Schumacherstraße 
12, east of the city centre and two minutes’ 
walk from the bus station, singles and doubles 
or twins start at €53. Breakfast is €7.50 extra. 
Basic rates rise in peak periods.

A small self-service apartment house with 
a difference is at the 17th century gatehouse 
Abteitor (tel 0241-56828500, www.abteitor.
de) in Burtscheid, south of central Aachen. 
There are six themed apartments with a range 
of rates for one or more guests. Three family-
sized apartments have single/double nightly 
rates of €62 (up to four persons €88), there 
are two at €54 for single or double, plus an 
attic area for up to six (€78 single/double up 
to €130 for six people). Parking costs €5 per 
day and there is an extra €15 per person final 
cleaning charge. Pictures are available at the 
website. Take bus 11, 21 or 31 to Burtscheid 
and walk 150m north on Kapellenstraße.

The DJH hostel is Jugendherberge  
Aachen (tel 0241-711010) at Maria-Theresia-
Allee 260, 2km south-east of the Hauptbahnhof. 
Nights in multi-bed rooms start at €23.90, with 
singles/doubles available at €50.40/76.80, all 
including linen and breakfast. A family rate 
sets adults at €29.40, children (ages 4-12) 
€14.70, children 3 or under free. Take bus 2 or 
N7 to Ronheide.

The Burtscheid Benedictine abbey, completed in 
1014, became a Cistercian nunnery for daughters 
of noble families in 1220. In the mid-17th century 
the gateway Abteitor was built in a rare variant 
of Renaissance style. The abbey was dissolved 
in the early 1800s but after a cholera outbreak in 
1849 the gatehouse was pressed into service as 
an infirmary, served by a sisterhood devoted to St 
Francis. Later the building was a tavern. All but the 
facade was destroyed in World War II bombing. 
Restorations took place in 1951 and 2013, after 
which it was converted for accommodation. Walk 
south under the rail line on Dammstraße, and 
through Burtscheider Markt to Altdorfstraße. Behind, the red-brick Catholic church St 
Johann Baptist is the 18th century Baroque design by Johann Joseph Couven built for the 
abbey. Take bus 11, 21 or 31 to Burtscheid and walk 150m north on Kapellenstraße.

The small castle Burg Frankenberg in 
Bismarckstraße was begun in 13th century, 
although an old legend associated it with 
Charlemagne and one of his wives. It was 
converted as residence with park in the 
17th century and extended in Neogothic 
in the 19th, but remained protected by 
a lake. The pioneering aircraft designer 
Hugo Junkers lived and set up a workshop 
inside. It was later a restaurant and a 
museum, and is now a community centre 
for music, theatre and weddings. Take bus 
7, 27 or 37 to Schloßstraße.
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